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History of IRTAD

• Started by BASt in Germany
• Hosted by OECD/ITF
• Part of the Joint Transport Research

Centre of the OECD and the International
Transport Forum
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IRTAD Group: Members
The International Road Traffic Data and
Safety Analysis Group ! 
Statistics offices, national research
institutes, private companies, universities, 
NGOs, international organisations
54 Members from 26 countries
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The IRTAD Group: its role and
activities

Networking of experts
Exchange of information on 
– Data collection 
– Safety trends
– Recent safety developments
– Safety measures and their impact

Undertake ad-hoc safety analysis
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The IRTAD Group: Safety data 
analysis

Three examples:

• Underreporting of accident data
• Availability of hospitalised data 
• Crash opponents: Availability of fatality data 

according to road user type and collision partner
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The IRTAD Group: 
International co-operation

Close co-operation with : 
– European Commission : CARE, SafetyNet
– WHO
– World Bank
– Global Road Safety Partnership
– etc

IRTAD is seen as a well-trusted global reference 
point on international road safety  data and 
analysis. 
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The IRTAD Group:  Knowledge transfer

• Ambition of the IRTAD Group : 

Set up a learning process to assist countries in 
improving their data collection system
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The IRTAD database: content
IRTAD offers a unique set of up-to-date and historic data.

Aggregated by country and year, around 500 data items, 
show:
injury accidents and accident involvement
road fatalities and injuries, hospitalised road users
population, vehicle fleet, road network, vehicle mileage, 
seatbelt use 

Monthly accident data (three key indicators)
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Risk Indicators 

Accident data and exposure data can be combined, 
allowing meaningful comparisons for further accident 
analysis. 
Most international comparisons are based on fatalities 
per population to give a basic ranking. 

For countries with different levels of motorisation such 
comparisons are not sufficient. 

IRTAD provides traffic data, linked with accident data, to 
take account of this. 
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Fatalities per 1 billion vehicle kilometres
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Consistency & Quality 

Data comes directly from national coordinating institutes 
in member countries.
Data are presented in a common format, based on 
definitions developed and agreed upon by the IRTAD 
Group. 
Data are adjusted in case of national differences in the 
recording of road fatalities (use of correction factors).
Data are checked by IRTAD staff for correctness and 
compliance with the IRTAD definitions.

Data quality and consistency are two of the main attributes 
of the IRTAD database. 



OECD/ITF Young Drivers Report
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Gender Gap - Young Male vs Young Female Drivers
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Monitoring Road Safety Measures
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Coverage

The IRTAD database covers 29 countries at present. 
Progressive extension to other countries with reliable 
data systems is anticipated. 
IRTAD is currently developing a mechanism for the 
integration of prospective member countries while 
assisting – where appropriate – to improve their road 
safety data collection systems. This includes: 
– minimum data survey
– survey on data collection system
– evaluation of underreporting

Future scenarios discussed by the IRTAD Group:
– regional database
– shadow database 
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Access

Rate
Killed per 100 000 population of the age group

COUNTRY YEAR
15-17 
Years

18-20 
Years

21-24 
Years

25-64 
Years

65 
Years 
and 

more

Austria 2005 16.38 24.58 15.76 8.86 11.29

Czech 
Republic

2005 7.97 21.53 23.73 13.30 14.08

Germany 2005 7.71 17.90 14.45 6.00 7.56

New 
Zealand

2005 22.99 27.53 17.83 8.47 11.27

Portugal 2005 10.03 24.73 22.57 12.45 12.27

Sweden 2005 5.34 8.67 9.33 5.03 6.69

Pivot tables and charts 
offer a quick overview of 
time series and recent 
safety trends.

All IRTAD members have full 
access to the IRTAD Database 
via the Internet. The user-friendly 
interface generates various 
output formats for further analysis. 



20

• Further information is 
available at:  
www.irtad.net

www.itf.org
.


